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us in our arts and pleasures and our transporta-
tions; and with the liquid we fill a flask or
skin, whoever drinks from which, with the addi-

i

tion of a few other ceremonies, immediately acd
quires much knowledge and becomes 2 leader i
our sect.”

Johannes Junius

A CONFESSION OF WITCHCRAFT

EXPLAINED

In 1628 Johannes Junius, lord mayor of Bamberg, a city in Bavaria, Germany, was
accused of practicing witcheraft. When Junius denied the charge, he was tor-
tured. He then confessed to having become a witch and was burned at the stake.
The reasons for his confession are revealed in a letter he secretly sent to his

daughter.

Many hundred thousand good-nights, dearly
beloved daugheer Veronica. Innocenc have 1
come into ptison, innocent have I been tortured,
innocent must I die. For whoever comes into the
witch prison must become a witch or be tos-
tured until he invents something out of his head
and—God pity him~bethinks him of some-
thing. I will tell you how it has gone with me.
When I was the first time put to the torture, Dr.
Braun, Dr. Kétzenddeffer, and two strange doc-
tors were there. Then Dr. Braun asks me, “Kins-
man, how come you here?” I answer, “Through
falsehood, through misfortune.” “Hear, you,” he
says, “you are a witch; will you confess it volun-
tarily? If not, we'll bring in witnesses and the
executioner for you.” I said "I am no witch, I
have a pure conscience in the matter; if there
are a thousand witnesses, I am not anxious, but
I'll gladly hear the witnesses.” Now the chancel-
lor's son was set before me...and afrerward
Hoppfen Elss. She had seen me dance on
Haupts-moor. . . . I answered: “T have never re-
nounced God, and will never do it—God gra-
ciously keep me from it. I'll rather bear
whatever I must.” And then came also—God in
highest Heaven have mercy—the executioner,
and pur the thumbscrews on me, both hands
bound together, so that the blood ran ont at the
nails and everywhere, so that for four weeks I

could not use my hands, as you can see from the
writing. . . . Thereafter they fist stripped me,
bound my hands behind me, and drew me up in
the torture. Then I thought heaven and earth
were at ant end; eight rimes did they draw me up
and lec me fall again, so chat I suffered terrible
agony. .. .*

. .. When at last the executioner led me back
into the prison, he said to me: “Sir, I beg you,
for God's sake confess something, whether ic be
true or not. Invent something, for you cannot
endure the torture which you will be put to;
and, even if you bear it all, yet you will not es-
cape, not even if you were an earl [high noble-
man], but one torture will follow after another
until you say you are a witch. Not before that,”
he said, “will they let you go, as you may see by
all their trials, for one is just like another.”. . .

And so I begged, since I was in wretched
plight, to be given one day for thought and a
priest, The priest was refused me, but the time
for thought was given. Now, my dear child, see

#*This torcure of the strappado, which was that in most
common use by the courrs, consisted of a rope, attached to
the hands of the prisoner (hound behind his back) and cas-
ried over a pulley at the ceiling. By this he was drawn up
and left hanging. To increase the pain, weights were at-
tached 1o his feet or he was suddenly jecked up and les
drop.
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in what hazard I stood and still stand. T must say
that I am a witch, though I am not,—must now
renounce God, though I have never done it be-
fore, Day and night I was deeply troubled, bur at
fast there came to me a new idea. I would not be
anxious, but, since I had been given no priest
with whom I could take counsel, I would myself
think of something and say it. It were surely bec-
ter that I just say it with mouth and words, even
though [ had not really done it; and afterwards I
would confess it o che priest, and let those an-
swer for it who compel me todoit. ... Andsol
made my confession, . . . but it was all a lie.
Now follows, dear child, what I confessed in
order to escape that great anguish and bitter tor-
tute, which it was impossible for me longer to
bear. {He then describes his confession] . . .
Now, dear child, here you have all my con-
fession, for which I must die. And they are
sheer lies and made-up things, so help me
God. For all this I was forced to say through
fear of the torture which was threatened be-

_yond what I had already endured. For they
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never leave off with the torture till one con-
fesses something be he ever so good, he must
be a witch. Nobody escapes, though he were an
earl, ., . :

Dear child, keep this letter secret so that peo-
ple do not find it, else I shall be tortured most
piteously and the jailers will be beheaded. So
strictly is it forbidden. . . . Dear child, pay this
man a doflar. . .. I have taken several days to
write this: my hands are both lame, Iam inasad
plight. . ..

Good night, for your father Johannes Junius
will never see you more. July 24, 1628.

{And on the matgin of the letter he adds:}

Drear child, six have confessed against me at
once: the Chancellor, his son, Neudecker, Zaner,
Hoffmaisters Ursel, and Hoppfen Elss—all
false, through compulsion, as they have all told
me, and begged my. forgiveness in God’s name
before they were executed. . . . They know noth-
ing but good of me. They were forced to say it,
just as I myself was. . ..

Nicholas Malebranche

SEARCH AFTER TRUTH

Greatly influenced by Descartes (see page 397), the French thinker Nicholas
Malebranche (1638-1715) supplemented his training in philosophy and theology
with the study of mathematics and natural science. His most important work,
Search After Truth, which appeared in two volumes in 1674 and 1675, treated
many technical, philosophical, and theological issues. In this work, from which
an excerpt follows, he also analyzed the belief in witchcraft, attributing it to the
unchecked power of people’s imagination. Malebranche attempted a rational ex-
planation of the witch craze and wanted the courts to dismiss charges of witch-
craft. Nevertheless, he still believed that although “true witches are very rare,”

they do exist,

The strangest effect of the power of imagination
is the disordetly fear of the appatition of spirits,
of enchantments, of symbols, of the charms of
Lycanthropes or Werewolves, and generally of

everything which is supposed to depend upon
the demon’s power.

Nothing is more terrible or more frighten-
ing to the mind, or produces deeper vestiges
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on the brain, than the idea of an invisible
power which thinks only about harming us
and which is irsesistible. Speeches which reveal
this idea are always heard with fear and curios-
ity. Holding on to everyching extraordinary,
men teke bizarre pleasure in recounting these
surprising and prodigious stories about the
power and malice of Witches, in order to
frighten both others and themselves, So ir is
nor astonishing if Witches are so common in
some countries, where belief in the Sabbat [z se-
cret meeting of witches whete they engage in
orgiastic rices] is o deeply rooted; where the
most absurd stories abour spells are listened to
as authentic; and where madmen and seers
whose imagination has become disordered. . ..
from telling these stories . . . are burned as real
Wirches.

[ well know that some people will rake
exception to my attributing most witcheraft-
to the power of imagination, because I know
that men want to be made afraid, char they be-
come angry with those who wanr to demystify
them.... -° '

Superstitions are not easily destroyed, and
they cannot be acracked without finding 2 large
number of defenders. It is easy enough to prove
that the inclination o believe blindly all che
dreams of Demonographers [those who study
demons} is produced and maintained by the
same cause which makes superstitious men
stubborn. Nevertheless, that will not prevent
me from describing in a few words how, I be-
lieve, such opinions get established.

A shepherd in his fold after dinner tells his
wife and children about the advencures of the
Sabbat. As his imagination is moderately in-
spired by vapours from wine, and since he be-
lieves that he has attended that imaginary
assembly several times, he does not fail to
speak abour it in a suong and lively manner.
His natural eloquence, rogether with the dis-
position of his entire family to hear such 2 new
and terrible subject discussed, should doubt-
lessly produce strange traces in weak imagina-
tions. It is naturally impossible that a woman

and her children not remain completely fright-
“ened, full, and convinced of what they have
heard said. This is a husband, a father, who is
speaking about whar he has seen and done; he is
loved and respected; why should he not be be-
lieved? This Shepherd repeats it on different
days. Little by little the mother’s and children's
imagination receives deeper traces from ir. They
grow used to it, the fears pass, and the convic-
tion remains. . . .

Several times Witches of good faith have been
found, who generally rtell everybody that they
have gone to the Sabbar, and who are so convinced
of it, thar although several persons watched them
and assured them that they had not left their beds,
they could not agree with their testimony. . . . So
we should not be astonished if a man who thinks
he has been to the Sahbat, and consequently ralks
about it in 2 firm voice and with an assured conn-
tenance, easily persuades some people who listen
t6 him respectfully abour all the circumstances
which he describes, and thus teansmics in their
imagination traces similar to those which deceive
him,

When men talk to us, they engrave in our
brain traces similar to those which they pos-
sess. When they have deep rraces, they talk co us
in a manner which engraves deep ones in us; for
they cannot speak withour making us in
some way similar to them. Children atr cheir
mother’s breast only see what their mother
secs. Even when they have become worldly-
wise, they imagine few things of which their
parents are not the cause, since even the wisest
men conduct themselves more by the imagina-
tion of others, Ze, by opinion and custom,
{than] by the rules of reason. Thus in places
where Witches are burned, a great number of
them are found. Because in places where they
are condemned to fire, men truly believe that
they commit witcheraft, and this belief is forej-
fied by the speeches which are made zbout ic. If
one were to stop punishing them and were to
treat them like madmen, then it would be seen

in time that there would no longer be any
Witches, because those who do it only in imag-

~J
i ?\Z{gm

BRI B P

R

Loy o oMo
= (o) ri
3T e et

oMo
=
A el

ey
S \mwﬁ-ﬁ




Chapter 11 Early Modern Society and Politics 365

y fright- ination (who are surely the greater nurnber) to persuade themselves that they have been at
ey have would then abandon their errors. the Sabbat, for that merely requires that their
, who is Ic is indubitable that real Witches deserve brain preserves the traces made there during
ine; he is death. . .. But by punishing all {those who be-  sleep.
it be be- lieve themselves or are believed by others to be < The chief reason which prevents us from tak-
different witches] common opinion is strengthened, ing our dreams for realities is that we cannot
hildren’s imaginary Witches are muleiplied, and se an  link our dreams with the things we have done
it. They infinity of people are lost and damned. It is during our wakefulness. By that we recognize
+ convic- thus right that many Parlements [French thae chey were only dreams. Bur Witches cannot
courts} no longer punish Witches. There are recognize in this way that their imaginary Sab-
ave been many fewer of them in the lands of their ju- batisa dream. . ..
hat they risdictions; and the envy, hatred, or malice of I am persuaded that true Witches are very
snvinced evil men cannot use this pretext to destroy the rare, that the Sabbat is only a dream, and that
ied them innocent. . .. the Patlements who dismiss accusations of
leir beds, " It is ordinary enough for some people to witchcrafi are the most equitable. However, I do
¥o...%0 have fairly lively dreams at night and to be able  not doubt that Witches, charms, enchantments,
1o thinks to remember them:-exactly when awake, al-  etc., could exist, and that the demon sometimes
tely talks though the subject of their dream is not in itself ~ exercises his malice upon men by special pet-
ed coun- very terrible. Thus it is not difficule for people mission of a superior power.
ho listen :
mstances REVIEW QUESTIONS
in their
1 deceive 1. According to The Hammer of Witches, what anti-Christian practices did witches
" engagein?
e in our 2. According to Johannes Junius, how were apparently innocent people successfully
sy pos- proseCutt?d for praccicing witchcraft? Whar did che victimns of the witch craze and
alke to us the Inquisition have in common?
) 3. To what did Malebranche attribute 2 belief in witchcrafe?
n us; for
us in
at their
mother
worldly- 7 The Court of Louis XIV
ch -cheir — i
e wisest
magina- During his seventy-two-year reign, Louis XIV (1643~1715) gave France greater
Customn, unity and central authority than it had ever known. To prevent the great nobles
n places from challenging royal authority, Louis XIV chose many of his ministers and
mber of provincial administrators from the middle class. The great nobles, “princes of the
ere they bloed,” enjoyed considerable social prestige but exercised no real power in the
eve thar government. The king encouraged these “people of quality” to live at court where
s forti- they contended with each other for his favor.
sut it. If As the symbol of France and the greatest ruler of Europe, Louis insisted that
were to the social life at Versailles provide an appropriate setting for his exalted person.
be seen During his long reign, France set the style for the whole of Europe. The splendor
be any of Versailles was the talk of Europe, and other monarchs sought to imitate the

‘N imag- fashions and manners of the Sun King’s court.




